
To the Members of the California State Senate: 
 
I signed Senate Bill 1438 last year, which required direct recording electronic voting 
machines to include an accessible voter verified paper audit trail because I believed that it 
would contribute greatly to voter confidence and the integrity of the election system.  I am 
signing Senate Bill 370 this year that allows the voter verified paper audit trail to be used for 
a recount and requires they be used for the 1-percent manual tally. 
 
The Secretary of State has expressed concerns about this measure, which I share.  The most 
notable of these concerns is raised by the disability community on whether the voter verified 
paper audit trail can be adequately confirmed by sight-impaired voters.  I urge the 
legislature, the local elections officials, and other interested parties to work with the 
Secretary of State to perfect a comprehensive solution for electronic voting system 
verification.  In the meantime, I am signing this measure because I believe that using the 
voter verified paper audit trails to audit the accuracy of overall election results will provide 
confidence in the accuracy and integrity of votes cast on these machines to California voters.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 


